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Kathryn Blackman, Are We 

Ready For The Big One? Intro-
duction by Bruce Tippit  

 

Last Week’s Program  

October 27, 2009 
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Carla Palmore answers a question as Sherri 
Cothern looks on. 

The Women’s Crisis Center works 24 

hours a day seven days a week to help wom-

en who are in an abusive environment. 

All services are free and confidential.  The 

Center provides “transportation, counseling, 

support groups, in-person or telephone con-

sultation, safety planning, legal advocacy, 

prevention education, assist in meeting physi-

cal and/or housing needs, and other support 

services as determined by our staff in con-

junction with the specific needs of our 

clients,” according to its Web site 

(http://www.keepneawomensafe.com/). 

Sherri Cothern, a WCC staff member, and 

Carla Palmore, a client, visited Rotary on 

Tuesday to illustrate what these services 

mean to real people. 

Palmore is 39, a single mom with three child-

ren.  She grew up in Chicago in an abusive 

environment at home and in her neighbor-

hood.  She lost her mother at age 14.  Her 

brother abused her.   

She was the first of three siblings to complete 

high school and go to college. She was the 

first in her family to secure a driver’s license.  

In her mind, she said, “I had broke the cycle.  

It was time to escape” the environment. 

She met a Memphis guy who told her he was 

in love with her and invited her to move to 

Memphis.  Memphis became just like Chicago.  

It held abuse and physical harm.  “Here we 

go again,” she said. 

However, “as an adult you must decide to 

deal with the situation or not … but you must 

realize first it is abuse.” 

She was determined not to let her children go 

through the situation. 

She moved to West Memphis with her child-

ren.  Her husband “loved me, but I decided I 

loved myself and my children more.” 

West Memphis was not far enough.  Her ex- 

kept finding them, and the abuse continued.  

She moved to Turrell.  It was too small.  

Again he found them. 

One night she resolved that “if he kicks the 

door down one more time,” it would be the 

last.  It didn’t happened.  “I didn’t know what 

I would have done.”  She might have been in 

prison separated from her children. 

“So we left with only the clothes on our 

backs.  We left every else.”  They had to find 

a place away from him. 

That place turned out to be Jonesboro and 

the Women’s Crisis Center.  The Center 

helped her decide what was best.  She stayed 

there three months until she joined the Jo-

nesboro community. Her children are either 

employed or doing well in school.  She is a 

JETS driver. (Continued next page). 

 
Club 2520, District 6150 

November 2, 2009 
Volume 92, Issue 18 

Rotary Club of Jonesboro 

P. O. Box 654 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72403 

Chartered August 1, 1919 

www.JonesboroRotary.org  

www.Rotary6150.org  

www.Rotary.org  

Officers – 2009-2010: 
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President ----------------------------  Thom Beasley 

President Elect ----------------------  Joe Williams 

Vice President ----------------------- Russ Hannah 

Secretary---------------------------- Brenda Fasulo 

Treasurer ----------------------------- Judy Clampit 

Past President ------------------  John M. White II  

 

Board of Directors 

2008-2010 

Terry Barnett, Faye Cox, Guy Enchelmayer, 

Barbara Widner, Rennell Woods,  

2009-2011 

Christy Appleton, Dustin Jones, David Mat-

thews, John Miles, Lee Ann Morrow 

Sergeants at Arms:  Chuck Allen, Lyn Bay-

less, David Ferguson, Jim Jackson, Bill Keisk-

er, Dewey Sifford, Barbara Widner. 

 

Make Up Opportunities: 

   Tues. – 11:30 a.m. Moni’s Grill in Walnut  

      Ridge , Rotary Club of Lawrence County 

   Tues. – 5:30 p.m. – Holiday Inn  

     Rotary Club of Jonesboro – Metro 

   Wed. – 12:00 – Paragould Country Club 

      Rotary Club of Paragould 

   Thurs. – 7:00 a.m. – Holiday Inn 

      Rotary Club of Jonesboro – University 

   Thurs. – 12:00  – Trumann Country Club 

      Rotary Club of Trumann 

   Online anytime - www.rotaryeclubone.org  

      Rotary eClub One 

For more make up opportunities, visit the 

clubôs web site and click on ñMeeting Locatorò 

on the right-hand side menu. 

http://www.keepneawomensafe.com/
http://www.jonesbororotary.org/
http://www.rotary6150.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/
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“I’m not here (Rotary) for sympathy.  I am 

here to help you understand domestic vi-

olence is a problem.” 

If Rotarians want to help, check the Women’s 

Crisis Center Web site for opportunities to 

volunteer or to provide financial support.  

Good News 
                        

Gene Wing 
put a dollar in 
the Good News 
Can held by 
Naz Kazi and 
said he wasn’t 
going to brag a 

lot, just the score: 30 to 17. He was referring 
to Ole Miss beating Arkansas in football, of 
course. 

Doug Dog-
gett says 
ASUJ’s wom-
en’s basketball 
will kick off 
shortly with 
exhibition 

games, followed soon after by men’s games. 
Go Red Wolves! 

New Boy Scout 
Director Kathy 
Thompson 
says there 
were some 640 
scouts at Wal-
cott this past 

weekend. Wowsers! 
Bill Burnett 
reminds us of 
the power of 
prayers. A high 
school football 
player was 
near death and 

has made a miraculous recovery. 
 

Picture of the Week 
                        

 
Noah and the dinosaurs. 

 

Thank you from Barbara 
                        

 
“Hi Tom 
“Would it be possible for you to add a thank 
you from me to everyone for the encouraging 
words sent to me via the card yesterday? 
“I will be most appreciative if you could. 
“Barbara” 
We miss you, Barbara. We’re praying that you 
get well and come back soon. 

 

New Member Proposed 
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Kathy Thompson receives Rotary Informa-

tion from PDG Ken Beadles 
 
Name: Kathy Thompson 
Proposed By: Brenda Fasulo 
Classification: Director, Boy Scouts of America 
 
Comments should be directed to Officers and 
Board Members within seven days. 
 

Thought for the Week 
                       

I have opinions of 

my own... strong 
opinions... but I 

don't always agree 
with them. 

   
George Bush 

 

Report Card 
                        
Attendance for Last Week 
Total member count................................174 
Honorary members...................................10 
“Rule of 85” members...............................21 
Number Used for Attendance..................136 
Members Present....................................82 
Make-ups.................................................0 
Percentage for this meeting………………60.3% 
Note: As members make up for this meeting, 
the attendance percentage increases. 
 
Guests of Members……………….Guest of 
Kathy Thompson ..................... Brenda Fasulo 
Bill Williams .......................... Emelda Williams 
Rebecca Harrell ................... Claudia Shannon 
 
Rotarian Guests 
Fred Swindle ................................. Paragould 
 
Guests of the Club 
Sherri Cothern ............. Women’s Crisis Center 
Carla Palmore .............. Women’s Crisis Center 
 

 
Westside Interact 

Susan Armstrong, sponsor; Arica Davis, Jenni-
fer Bracken, Whitney Rice, Jordan Fowler 

 
Birthdays 

                        
Carrie Aquino ............................. November 6 
David Ferguson .......................... November 8 
Tony Futrell................................ November 5 
Gerry Gwinn ............................... November 5 
Sam Hummelstein ...................... November 5 
Loretta McGregor  ...................... November 5 
June Morse ................................ November 6 
 
Club Anniversaries 

                        
Russ Shain …………November 6 ........ 19 Years 
Barbara Widner ….November 9 ........ 16 Years 
 
Volunteers for November 3, 2009 

                        
Invocation ............................. Tom Trevathan 
Intro of Guests ............................. John Miles 
Good News ............................. Jerry Brackett 
Newsletter: …Russ Shain with Tom Trevathan 
Photographer: …………... ........ Tom Trevathan 


