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The Rotary Club of Jonesboro, Arkansas, USA 

This Week’s Program 
August 18, 2009 
                       

Randy Zook, AR 

State Chamber of 
Commerce: "The Em-

ployee Free Choice Act 

and What It Means To 
Arkansas“ Introduction 

by Cari White  

 
 

Last Week’s Program  

August 11, 2009 
                         

 
 
When World War II began in Europe in 1939, 
the United States wasn’t part of the war, but 
neither was it prepared for war.  “They 
needed to play catch-up – and fast,” Harold 
Johnson told Rotarians on Tuesday. 
 
Johnson is the curator for the Army Flying 
School Museum in Walnut Ridge.  He 
shared with Rotarians his detailed research on 
how the Walnut Ridge Army Flying School 
contributed to the “catch-up” and the expan-
sion of the Army Air Corps.   
 
Army aviation expenditures grew from $74 
million in 1939 to $22 billion in 1942 to stimu-
late the production of warplanes.  The total of 
warplanes produced between July 1, 1940, 
and July 31, 1945, was 296,429. 
 
Pilots, navigators and bombardiers were 
needed for the planes, and new airfields were 
required to train the crews.  Initially, seven 
locations in Arkansas were chosen for training 

facilities, including Pine Buff, Helena and 
Camden for primary flying schools.  
 
Walnut Ridge was recommended as a site on 
April 15, 1942, after it was concluded that it 
was not possible to construct a site in Dyers-
burg, Tenn., quickly enough.  Construction of 
the airfield began June 20, 1942.  The gov-
ernment purchased 3,096.22 acres for the 
main field and 2,623.9 acres for five auxiliary 
fields.  Training began Oct. 12, 1942 with 
5,300 cadets.  4,641 ultimately graduated. 
 
A huge new city was built, and “happy times 
were here again – the Depression for the 
Walnut Ridge and Pocahontas area was final-
ly,” reported Johnson.  The “city” was de-
signed for 5,114 military personnel and 976 
civilians. The airfield had three 5,000-foot 
runways, four large hangars, base engineer-
ing building and a fully equipped 204-bed 
hospital.  It also included 131,151 square feet 
of office space, 119,613 square feet of sto-
rage, 49,324 feet of shop space, a water plan 
and sewer plant plus recreational facilities and 
housing to serve the 6,000 residents.  Con-
struction and land cost was almost $10.5 
million. 
 
After the war about 10,000 “Warbirds” were 
stored at the base during 1945 and 1946.  
They were joined by B-32 bombers.  The 
planes were sold and converted to civilian use 
or salvaged. 
 

 
The airfield today includes some salvage work 
and continues to serve aviation support.   It 
also houses support buildings and terminals, a 
restaurant and several factories. 
 
The WRAFS Museum was established in 1999.  
The 11,200 square foot museum display in-
cludes a Link Trainer, two fire trucks, Jeep, 
BT-13 cockpit, half-scale Corsair and Cobra 
Helicopter.  It is at 70 South Beacon Road, 
Walnut Ridge. 
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Board of Directors 

2008-2010 

Terry Barnett, Faye Cox, Guy Enchelmayer, 

Barbara Widner, Rennell Woods,  

2009-2011 

Christy Appleton, Dustin Jones, David Mat-

thews, John Miles, Lee Ann Morrow 

Sergeants at Arms:  Chuck Allen, Lyn Bay-

less, David Ferguson, Jim Jackson, Bill Keisk-

er, Dewey Sifford, Barbara Widner. 

 

Make Up Opportunities: 

   Tues. ï 11:30 a.m. Moniôs Grill in Walnut  

      Ridge , Rotary Club of Lawrence County 

   Tues. ï 5:30 p.m. ï Holiday Inn  

     Rotary Club of Jonesboro ï Metro 

   Wed. ï 12:00 ï Paragould Country Club 

      Rotary Club of Paragould 

   Thurs. ï 7:00 a.m. ï Holiday Inn 

      Rotary Club of Jonesboro ï University 

   Thurs. ï 12:00  ï Trumann Country Club 

      Rotary Club of Trumann 

   Online anytime - www.rotaryeclubone.org  

      Rotary eClub One 

For more make up opportunities, visit the 

clubôs web site and click on ñMeeting Locatorò 

on the right-hand side menu. 

http://www.jonesbororotary.org/
http://www.rotary6150.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/
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Good News 
                        

Loretta 
McGregor’s 
paper was well 
received in 
Toronto, and 
she has been 
asked to con-

sider writing a book on the subject 
Jim Burton 
has recovered 
from success-
ful gall bladder 
surgery and 
can eat nor-
mally again. Al 
Poston got $3. 
Doug Dog-
gett reminds 
us that an 
exciting foot-
ball season is 
about to begin 
at ASUJ. 

Bob Schuchardt says the reporter got his 
facts confused, 
and the up-
coming school 
grants are 
coming from 
the Community 
Foundation, 

and not our 
Rotary Club. 
Ginny Blay-
lock asks us to 
contribute 
stories and 
photos for the 
Jonesboro and 

Craighead County Sesquicentennial to her, as 
soon as possible. 

Rennell 
Woods says 
the last week 
of camp is in 
progress for 
his “kids” and 
a thank you 

luncheon is planned for donors, volunteers, 
and the kids at City Youth. 
 

Thought for the Week 
                        

 “Tell the people 

you love that 

you love them, 
at every oppor-

tunity.” 
Thom Beasley 

 
 
 

New Member Inducted 
                        

 
Jesse Perkins gets a welcoming handshake 
from President Thom after being presented 
with his new member packet by sponsor 
Russell Patton III. 

District Golf Tournament 
Set for Sage Meadows. 
                        

 
PDG Jerry Brackett announces the District 
6150 Foundation Golf Tournament to be held 
September 14 at Sage Meadows. Hole spon-
sor opportunities are available at $150 per 
hole, and since the event is in Jonesboro, our 
businesses will be offered first opportunities. 
Our club will be able to have three teams in 
the tourney. Further details are available on 
the District website here. 

Seminar Successful 
                        

 
DG Debbie Brinkley joined with others 
making the “hands” logo at the District semi-
nar in Jonesboro. Sessions on the Foundation, 
Membership, Youth, and Vocations were held. 
Our district is one of those chosen to try some 
new approaches in Rotary. We’ll learn more 
later. 

Report Card 
                        
Attendance for Last Week 
Total member count................................172 
Honorary members...................................10 
“Rule of 85” members...............................19 
Number Used for Attendance..................146 
Members Present...................................85 
Make-ups...................................................0 
Percentage for this meeting………………58.2% 
Note: As members make up for this meeting, 
the attendance percentage increases. 
 
Guests of Members……………….Guest of 
Mike Barber.............................. Bob Appleton 
Jim Quinn ....................................... Naz Kazi 
Mike Fullington .......................... Tom Beasley 
 
Rotarian Guests 
Jim Miles ...................................... Little Rock 
Ernie Enchelmayer …….Russellville, AG District 
6170 
 
Guests of the Club 
Harold Johnson ..... Walnut Ridge Air Museum 
 
Birthdays 

                        
Marti Allen .................................... August 22 
Steve Baker................................... August 20 
Jon King........................................ August 22 
Lynn Robert .................................. August 19 
Jon Wilbanks ................................. August 21 
Carol Zane .................................... August 21 
 
Club Anniversaries 

                        
Max Dacus …………..August 22 ......... 20 Years 
Allyson Lewis ……….August 24 ......... 16 Years 
 
Volunteers for August 18, 2009 

                        
Invocation ...................................... Jim Dean 
Intro of Guests ......................... Rhonda Cline 
Good News .................................. Marti Allen 
Newsletter: …Russ Shain with Tom Trevathan 
Photographer: …………... ........ Tom Trevathan 
 

Picture of the Week 
                        

 
I wonder what he’s thinking. 

 

http://www.rotary6150.org/

